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figures. It is an odd fact that such a large number—sometimes per-
haps as many as a quarter—of those who go to the poll do not use
all the votes they are entitled to use, but it is not clear what conclusion
should be drawn from it. Is it that electors are only interested in
their party man, and not at all in the other candidates ? This is likely
enough, where a party only puts up one candidate; but it often puts
up two.1 Is it because candidates are insufficiently known to the
electorate? Is it because the system is too complicated for some
voters ? These are questions we do not feel able to answer.
Taking the council as a whole one cannot fail to be struck by the
decline in the percentage voting which sets in after the War, and
which becomes a sharp and steady decline after 1925, whichever
method of reckoning is adopted. In 1934 only 24 per cent, of voters
went to the poll, and the votes recorded were only 18 per cent, of
the possible votes. Again, in the thirteen years before the War, there
were eleven unopposed returns; in the last eight years since the
reorganization of 1929 there were twenty-six councillors returned
unopposed. Nor does this give the full measure of the situation; for
since 1925 we find a good many instances of candidates being put up
to oppose who get extremely few votes—'freak candidates* as they
are customarily described by the local press. Some allowance must
be made for the years 1930 and 1931, since the councillors standing
for re-election in those years had faced their electors more recently
than usual—in 1929, when the whole council had to seek re-election.
But there seems no doubt that the decline sets in before the reorganiza-
tion and continues long after its effects should have disappeared.
Possibly its continuation may be due to the weakening of the rivalry
between Liberals and Conservatives in the field of national politics,
consequent on the formation of the National Government. It seems,
at any rate, to be accompanied by a distinct increase in the number
of candidates calling themselves 'Independent*; an Independent*
candidate was an exceedingly rare bird before the War. Very recently,
however, the growing strength of the Labour party in Oxford has
sharpened party issues once more. If one may judge from candidates*
labels, the Labour party, which had been important from 1919 till
the reorganization, thereafter suffered a certain eclipse, but it has
made rapid recovery in the kst three years. In 1933 there were three
Labour candidates, none elected; in 1934 there were two Labour
1 But this explanation seems inconsistent with the diagram facing p. 200. This shows
that when the number of voters going to the polls is high they use more of their
votes than at times when the number going to the poll is low. Therefore this seems
to be due rather to the apathy of the voter than to keen partisan spirit.

